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Lawrence Township Public Schools
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction Plan

Date: June 20, 2021
Date Revised: December 8, 2023

During the 2023-2024 school year, all students are required to attend in-person learning. This will take
place five (5) days/week (when schedule permits). We continue to follow guidance from the NJDOE,
the CDC, and our local health department.

LTPS will continue to implement the following COVID-19 prevention and
control strategies, as recommended by NJ Department of Health.
• Encourage students and staff to stay up to date with vaccination.
• Encourage students and staff to stay home when sick.
• Maintain school policies for reporting positive test results and illness.
• Enforce exclusion for those who are symptomatic or have tested positive for COVID-19 and other
illnesses.
• Provide information to parents, students, and staff on prevention strategies including testing and
masking following illness and exposure.
• Support mask use by students and staff who choose to mask at any time.
• Implement control measures recommended by LHDs in response to clusters of cases (including
increases in respiratory illness) and confirmed outbreaks.
• Continue to report outbreaks and suspected outbreaks immediately to LHDs.
• Follow NJDOH reporting requirements for reportable diseases.

Outbreaks or newly circulating variants of concern may necessitate more stringent disease control
strategies

Maintaining Health and Safety

A. Ensure correct wearing of masks, when needed

As of the date of this plan, all Lawrence Township Public School (LTPS) students, staff and
visitors are invited to wear masks while in the school buildings if it fits their personal beliefs.
By using the state guidelines if someone tested positive and has been quarantined for five days
they are required to wear a mask in our schools for the next five days assuming they are
symptom free. Should we receive any additional information from the New Jersey
Government, the New Jersey Department of Education or our local health department, that
would suggest we should change our current mask rules, we would communicate at that time
with our school community.
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https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-
open-what-are-the-safety-requirements

A. Physical distancing (i.e., including use of cohorts/podding)

Wewill continue to follow any guidance of the NJDOE and our local health department.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-
open-what-are-the-safety-requirements

B. Reinforce Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette

Teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and increase
monitoring of students and staff.

If soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol
can be used (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer).
Encourage students and staff to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue if not wearing a mask.

Used tissues should be thrown in the trash and hand hygiene as outlined above should be
performed immediately.

Have adequate supplies including soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol (for staff and
older children who can safely use hand sanitizer), paper towels, tissues, and no-touch trash
cans.

Assist/observe young children to ensure proper handwashing

Hand washing signage

C. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities and ventilation

LTPS will adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and procedures, and any new
specific requirements of the local health department as they arise. LTPS will also continue its
schedule for increased routine cleaning and disinfecting, especially of frequently touched
surfaces and objects, and sanitize bathrooms daily and periodically throughout the day.

LTPS has established a COVID-19 Cleaning Protocol that specifically identifies commonly
touched and infrequently touched surfaces. The protocol calls for frequent cleaning and
disinfection using select methods and products that are balanced based on need. Need
includes how quickly an area may need to be disinfected and how safe the product is to use.
For example, frequently touched surfaces may require the use of a product that kills the Covid
virus after allowing the product to “dwell” on the surface for 30 seconds. Other areas may be
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cleaned and disinfected using a product that is more “green” and has a 5 minute dwell time.
The choice of the product andmethod varies within the Cleaning Plan based on need.

Indoor Air Quality

HVAC units will be continuously inspected to ensure that proper air exchange is occurring.
Filter change logs will be maintained for all HVAC units. HVAC units will be visually inspected
to ensure proper air damper and fan functioning.

When air conditioners are running AND where the proper amount of fresh air is being
introduced (in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendation) occupants should not open
windows. When air conditioners are NOT running, occupants are encouraged to open windows
to increase air circulation provided that occupants are free of allergy and other health
concerns.

Each classroom and office space has also been provided with stand alone HEPA Filtration
machines.

D. Contact tracing in collaboration with the State or local health
department guidelines, if needed

Contact Tracing

Contact tracing is the process to identify those who come in contact with people who have
tested positive for a contagious disease. It is used to inform, provide guidance, and offer
support to individuals. Contact tracing is a long-standing practice in NJ and around the world
to control the spread of disease.

All of the district nurses have been trained using the State of NJ contact tracing program. If
you develop symptoms of COVID-19 or test positive, the district nurses will work in conjunction
with Lawrence Township Health Department, to identify and notify your close contacts.

Close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of someone with suspected or known COVID-19
for 15 or more minutes during a 24-hour period. In certain situations, it may be difficult to
determine whether individuals have met this criterion and an entire cohort, classroom, or
other groupmay need to be considered exposed. Prompt notification to students and families
regarding exposure to infectious diseases, including COVID-19, can allow for rapid testing,
early treatment, and prevention of further spread. No names or personal information shall be
shared.

Contact Tracing Infographic
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“Quarantine” Definition

Quarantine keeps someone who was in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 away
from others.

Quarantine is no longer recommended for people who are exposed to COVID-19 except in
certain highrisk congregate settings. In schools and ECE settings, which are generally not
considered high-risk congregate settings, people who were exposed to COVID-19 can continue
to attend school as long as they remain asymptomatic. CDC recommends that individuals who
were exposed to COVID-19 wear a well-fitting mask for 10 days after exposure.

“Isolation” Definition

Isolation keeps someone who is sick or asymptomatic but tested positive for COVID-19 away
from others, even in their own home.

Quarantine-vs-Isolation Infographic

E. Diagnostic and screening testing

Stay Home when sick

Staff, students, and their families should stay home and when they should return to school.
We will provide clear and accessible directions to parents/caregivers and students for
reporting symptoms and reasons for absences and strictly enforce exclusion criteria for both
students and staff.

Parents/caregivers should be strongly encouraged to monitor their children for signs and
symptoms of illness every day and keep them home if they:
• Have tested positive (viral test) for COVID-19.
• Have symptoms of respiratory or gastrointestinal infections (e.g., cough, fever, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhea)

Daily Symptom Monitoring

Families receive and sign off on the district parameters surrounding the Daily Symptom
expectations prior to participating in the district’s summer program. This will make the
families aware of what they should do each day before sending their child to school. The
acknowledgment will also inform them about what to do should their child have any of the
disqualifying symptoms.

Student Daily Symptom Tracker
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Students Who Experience Symptoms at Home - Not Approved

● Contact your child’s healthcare provider for evaluation.
● See COVID-19 Exclusion Chart Below
● Immediate Actions in the COVID-19 Exclusion Chart can change based on the COVID-19 Activity

Level in Mercer County. See NJ Department of Health Guidance Document for K-12 Schools,
dated September 8, 2020.

NJ DOH- COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for K-12 Schools

Students Who Experience Symptoms at School

● Students who are feeling ill at school should immediately report to the school nurse’s office.
● Students who are determined by the school nurse to be displaying possible COVID-19

symptoms will wait in the isolation room until a parent or guardian can come to pick them up.
● It is expected that every family has a plan in place to be able to pick up your ill child within 1

hour of being notified by the school nurse.
● For the health and safety of all staff and students, every student living in the same household

are considered close contacts and therefore must be picked up as well.

This information continues to be shared with families through the regular school communications
such as newsletters, back to school nights, etc.

F. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and
eligible students

Since February of 2021, the district has shared information about vaccination sites and
information that the district received from the county health department and the state. The
information provided allowed staff to sign up on their own to enroll in the state system to
pre-register or register for the COVID-19 vaccine.

Subsequently, the district has held two vaccination clinics and partnered with surrounding
districts that enabled the staff to attend other vaccination clinics in the surrounding area.

The district held a vaccination clinic for staff that administered over 100 vaccinations with the
first date on April 5, 2021 and the second on May 4, 2021.

The district held a vaccination clinic for eligible students aged 12 and above and administered
over 240 vaccinations with the first date on June 4, 2021 andat Penlar Pharmacy in
Lawrenceville.

The district will host additional vaccination clinics as needed.
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G. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with
respect to the health and safety policies

Special Education

Every child and adolescent with a disability is entitled to a free and appropriate education and
is entitled to special education services based on their individualized education program (IEP).
It may not be feasible, depending on the needs of the individual child and adolescent, to
adhere both to distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. Attempts to
meet physical distancing guidelines should meet the needs of the individual child andmay
require creative solutions, often on a case-by-case basis. Ensuring the Delivery of Special
Education and Related Services to Students with Disabilities Under the Federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and New Jersey state special education regulations,
students with disabilities are entitled to special education and related services, such as
accommodations andmodifications to instruction, speech-language services, occupational
therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT), and counseling. Since the onset of virtual instruction, the
NJDOE has engaged a variety of stakeholders, including educators, related service providers
and advocacy groups to gain insight, share best practices, and consider policies to support
districts in providing services to students with disabilities in virtual or hybrid learning
Environments.

Since we are in person, students receive their accommodations andmodifications by the
appropriate staffmember within their regular schedule. Should we have to go to remote
instruction, we will return to the guidance provided previously from the NJDOE indicated
below:

○ Should a student become positive for COVID or be identified as a close contact, the
district Consistent with guidance from the United States Department of Education,
districts must continue to meet their obligations to students with disabilities to the
greatest extent possible. The NJDOE will continue to update school districts and
receiving schools with any additional guidance from the USDE on implementation of
IDEA. Specific strategies and considerations for students with disabilities must be
critical points of discussion for every return-to-school scenario.

Ensuring Continuity of Services
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A. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including
but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs
and students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health, and
other needs, which may include student health and food services

The district curriculum has been revised to reinforce the essential skills from the previous
school year. The district will continue to reinforce the necessary skills to make sure the
students have the foundational knowledge to be successful in the immediate and in the future.

The district is providing a variety of after school programs to support the instructional needs of
students in K - 12. Contact your building main office for more information.

LTPS has contracted w/ mental health professionals to provide consultations directly with
students. The counseling will support their social / emotional and overall mental wellbeing.

In accordance with guidance from the NJDOE, should a student need to quarantine because
they have contracted COVID-19 or if it has been verified by the school nurse that they have
been a close contact, they will be permitted to participate in a live stream of the daily
instruction. If necessary, these students will be loaned a device.

Fully Remote (If necessary)

Should a class, a school or the district have the need to go fully remote, the impacted students
will obtain their instruction virtually via Zoom. Unless told otherwise, students will follow
their regular schedule and obtain the instruction by the links provided from the teacher(s).
Each teacher will provide a link to their Zoom session and students can find the coursework in
the teachers Google Classroom.

Public Comment

1. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it
took those public comments into account in the development of its
plan. Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek public comment for each
60-day revision to the plan

We shared our plan at our Board of Education meeting on August 25, 2021. We had three (3)
opportunities for public comment following the presentation.

In addition each school held a Town Hall meeting in June to gather feedback from the previous
year. The district used this feedback when revising the previous plan.
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2. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable
and uniform format; is to the extent practicable written in a language
that parents can understanding or, if not practicable to provide written
translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, will be orally
translated for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an
individual with disability as defined by the ADA, will be providing in an
alternative format accessible to that parent

LTPS utilized the template for our reopening plan andmet with constituents to provide a
narrative to the required information.

The information will be posted on the district website. Our website is able to be translated
into the various languages that are spoken in our community. The website also translates
“word” documents into speech to text. These features allow our families to obtain the
information in a language that is appropriate for their needs.

3. Briefly describe any guidance professional learning and
technical assistance opportunities the LEA will make
available to its schools.

The district has provided a number of consultants and professional learning opportunities.
These opportunities have focused onmental health, instructional strategies, equity and
diversity and teaching within an extended learning period. All classrooms have been outfitted
with a Zoom bar and a television to streamline the opportunities to live stream into their
classroom. Staff has also been provided with training and guidance on using this equipment.

10



Lawrence Township Public Schools
Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction

Older Versions
July 15, 2022

During the 2021-2022 school year, all students are required to attend in-person learning. This will take
place five (5) days/week (when schedule permits). We continue to follow guidance from the NJDOE,
the CDC, and our local health department.

Maintaining Health and Safety

A. Universal and correct wearing of masks

As of the date of this plan, all Lawrence Township Public School (LTPS) students, staff and
visitors are invited to wear masks while in the school buildings if it fits their personal beliefs.
By using the state guidelines if someone tested positive and has been quarantined for five days
they are required to wear a mask in our schools for the next five days assuming they are
symptom free. Should we receive any additional information from the New Jersey
Government, the New Jersey Department of Education or our local health department, that
would suggest we should change our current mask rules, we would communicate at that time
with our school community.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-
open-what-are-the-safety-requirements

B. Physical distancing (i.e., including use of cohorts/podding)

Wewill follow the guidance of the NJDOE and our local health department.

Should Mercer County go into the “Low Risk” phase, it is expected that schools will be able to
reduce the current social distancing parameters.

As of this time, the guidance requires 3 feet for social distancing when eating. Should this
guidance be adjusted, we will adjust our district guidelines accordingly.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-
open-what-are-the-safety-requirements

C. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

The six steps to follow for proper hand washing
1. Wet hands with warmwater.
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2. Use enough soap to produce lather.
3. Rub hands together for 15-20 seconds.
4. Wash hands thoroughly under running water to remove the soap.
5. Pat hands dry with a paper towel.
6. Use a towel to turn off the tap.

Hand washing signage

D. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving
ventilation

LTPS will adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and procedures, and any new
specific requirements of the local health department as they arise. LTPS will also continue its
schedule for increased routine cleaning and disinfecting, especially of frequently touched
surfaces and objects, and sanitize bathrooms daily and periodically throughout the day.

LTPS has established a COVID-19 Cleaning Protocol that specifically identifies commonly
touched and infrequently touched surfaces. The protocol calls for frequent cleaning and
disinfection using select methods and products that are balanced based on need. Need
includes how quickly an area may need to be disinfected and how safe the product is to use.
For example, frequently touched surfaces may require the use of a product that kills the Covid
virus after allowing the product to “dwell” on the surface for 30 seconds. Other areas may be
cleaned and disinfected using a product that is more “green” and has a 5 minute dwell time.
The choice of the product andmethod varies within the Cleaning Plan based on need.

Indoor Air Quality

HVAC units will be continuously inspected to ensure that proper air exchange is occurring.
Filter change logs will be maintained for all HVAC units. HVAC units will be visually inspected
to ensure proper air damper and fan functioning.

When air conditioners are running AND where the proper amount of fresh air is being
introduced (in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendation) occupants should not open
windows. When air conditioners are NOT running, occupants are encouraged to open windows
to increase air circulation provided that occupants are free of allergy and other health
concerns.

Each classroom and office space has also been provided with stand alone HEPA Filtration
machines.
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E. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in
collaboration with the State or local health department

Contact Tracing

Contact tracing is the process to identify those who come in contact with people who have
tested positive for a contagious disease. It is used to inform, provide guidance, and offer
support to individuals. Contact tracing is a long-standing practice in NJ and around the world
to control the spread of disease.

All of the district nurses have been trained using the State of NJ contact tracing program. If
you develop symptoms of COVID-19 or test positive, the district nurses will work in conjunction
with Lawrence Township Health Department, to identify and notify your close contacts.
A close contact is when a person is within 6 ft. of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15
minutes or more over a 24 hr. period starting from 2 days before illness onset ( or for
asymptomatic people, 2 days prior to Covid test) until the time the person is isolated)
Contact tracers provide information to close contacts about the risk of developing illness, daily
symptommonitoring, how to prevent the spread of virus, and where they can get tested.
Confidentiality is Key! No names or personal information is shared.

Contact Tracing Infographic

“Quarantine” Definition

Quarantine keeps someone who was in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 away
from others.

“Isolation” Definition

Isolation keeps someone who is sick or asymptomatic but tested positive for COVID-19 away
from others, even in their own home.

Quarantine-vs-Isolation Infographic

F. Diagnostic and screening testing

Daily Symptom Monitoring

Families receive and sign off on the district parameters surrounding the Daily Symptom
expectations prior to participating in the district’s summer program. This will make the
families aware of what they should do each day before sending their child to school. The
acknowledgment will also inform them about what to do should their child have any of the
disqualifying symptoms.
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Student Daily Symptom Tracker

Reminders:
● Take your child’s temperature (A fever is 100 degrees F or higher)
● Check your child for symptoms
● Complete Qualtrics Student Daily Symptom Tracker in your email before 7:00am.
● Make sure your child is wearing a mask (pack an extra mask for safety)

Students Who Experience Symptoms at Home - Not Approved

● Contact your child’s healthcare provider for evaluation.
● See COVID-19 Exclusion Chart Below
● Immediate Actions in the COVID-19 Exclusion Chart can change based on the COVID-19 Activity

Level in Mercer County. See NJ Department of Health Guidance Document for K-12 Schools,
dated September 8, 2020.

NJ DOH- COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for K-12 Schools

Students Who Experience Symptoms at School

● Students who are feeling ill at school should immediately report to the school nurse’s office.
● Students who are determined by the school nurse to be displaying possible COVID-19

symptoms will wait in the isolation room until a parent or guardian can come to pick them up.
● It is expected that every family has a plan in place to be able to pick up your ill child within 1

hour of being notified by the school nurse.
● For the health and safety of all staff and students, every student living in the same household

are considered close contacts and therefore must be picked up as well.

This information continues to be shared with families through the regular school communications
such as newsletters, back to school nights, etc.

G. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and
eligible students

Since February of 2021, the district has shared information about vaccination sites and
information that the district received from the county health department and the state. The
information provided allowed staff to sign up on their own to enroll in the state system to
pre-register or register for the COVID-19 vaccine.

Subsequently, the district has held two vaccination clinics and partnered with surrounding
districts that enabled the staff to attend other vaccination clinics in the surrounding area.
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The district held a vaccination clinic for staff that administered over 100 vaccinations with the
first date on April 5, 2021 and the second on May 4, 2021.

The district held a vaccination clinic for eligible students aged 12 and above and administered
over 240 vaccinations with the first date on June 4, 2021 and the second will take place at the
Penlar Pharmacy in Lawrenceville.

When additional students are able to receive the COVID-19 vaccination, the district will host
vaccination clinics to help facilitate the distribution. This information will be publicized
through the individual school and the district.

H. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with
respect to the health and safety policies

Special Education

Every child and adolescent with a disability is entitled to a free and appropriate education and
is entitled to special education services based on their individualized education program (IEP).
It may not be feasible, depending on the needs of the individual child and adolescent, to
adhere both to distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. Attempts to
meet physical distancing guidelines should meet the needs of the individual child andmay
require creative solutions, often on a case-by-case basis. Ensuring the Delivery of Special
Education and Related Services to Students with Disabilities Under the Federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and New Jersey state special education regulations,
students with disabilities are entitled to special education and related services, such as
accommodations andmodifications to instruction, speech-language services, occupational
therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT), and counseling. Since the onset of virtual instruction, the
NJDOE has engaged a variety of stakeholders, including educators, related service providers
and advocacy groups to gain insight, share best practices, and consider policies to support
districts in providing services to students with disabilities in virtual or hybrid learning
Environments.

Since we are in person, students receive their accommodations andmodifications by the
appropriate staffmember within their regular schedule. Should we have to go to remote
instruction, we will return to the guidance provided previously from the NJDOE indicated
below:

○ Should a student become positive for COVID or be identified as a close contact, the
district Consistent with guidance from the United States Department of Education,
districts must continue to meet their obligations to students with disabilities to the
greatest extent possible. The NJDOE will continue to update school districts and
receiving schools with any additional guidance from the USDE on implementation of
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IDEA. Specific strategies and considerations for students with disabilities must be
critical points of discussion for every return-to-school scenario. To support our
students with disabilities for the 21-22 school year.

Ensuring Continuity of Services

A. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including
but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs
and students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health, and
other needs, which may include student health and food services

The district curriculum has been revised to reinforce the essential skills from the previous
school year. The district will continue to reinforce the necessary skills to make sure the
students have the foundational knowledge to be successful in the immediate and in the future.

The district is providing a variety of after school programs to support the instructional needs of
students in K - 12. Contact your building main office for more information.

LTPS has contracted w/ mental health professionals to provide consultations directly with
students. The counseling will support their social / emotional and overall mental wellbeing.

In accordance with guidance from the NJDOE, should a student need to quarantine because
they have contracted COVID-19 or if it has been verified by the school nurse that they have
been a close contact, they will be permitted to participate in a live stream of the daily
instruction.

Students that need to quarantine will be permitted to obtain a loaned Chromebook to use
while they are out. Directions to obtain this loaned device will be in the document that is
distributed by the school.

Fully Remote (If necessary)

Should a class, a school or the district have the need to go fully remote, the impacted students
will obtain their instruction virtually via Zoom. Unless told otherwise, students will follow
their regular schedule and obtain the instruction by the links provided from the teacher(s).
Each teacher will provide a link to their Zoom session and students can find the coursework in
the teachers Google Classroom.

Public Comment
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1. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it
took those public comments into account in the development of its
plan. Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek public comment for each
60-day revision to the plan

We shared our plan at our Board of Education meeting on August 25, 2021. We had three (3)
opportunities for public comment following the presentation.

In addition each school held a Town Hall meeting in June to gather feedback from the previous
year. The district used this feedback when revising the previous plan.

2. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable
and uniform format; is to the extent practicable written in a language
that parents can understanding or, if not practicable to provide written
translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, will be orally
translated for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an
individual with disability as defined by the ADA, will be providing in an
alternative format accessible to that parent

LTPS utilized the template for our reopening plan andmet with constituents to provide a
narrative to the required information.

The information will be posted on the district website. Our website is able to be translated
into the various languages that are spoken in our community. The website also translates
“word” documents into speech to text. These features allow our families to obtain the
information in a language that is appropriate for their needs.

Older Versions
January 15, 2022 Plan

Date: June 20, 2021
Date Revised: January 15, 2022

During the 2021-2022 school year, all students are required to attend in-person learning. This will take
place five (5) days/week (when schedule permits). We continue to follow guidance from the NJDOE,
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the CDC, and our local health department.

Maintaining Health and Safety

A. Universal and correct wearing of masks

As of the date of this plan, all Lawrence Township Public School (LTPS) students, staff and
visitors are invited to wear masks while in the school buildings if it fits their personal beliefs.
By using the state guidelines if someone tested positive and has been quarantined for five days
they are required to wear a mask in our schools for the next five days assuming they are
symptom free. Should we receive any additional information from the New Jersey
Government, the New Jersey Department of Education or our local health department, that
would suggest we should change our current mask rules, we would communicate at that time
with our school community.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-
open-what-are-the-safety-requirements

B. Physical distancing (i.e., including use of cohorts/podding)

Wewill follow the guidance of the NJDOE and our local health department.

Should Mercer County go into the “Low Risk” phase, it is expected that schools will be able to
reduce the current social distancing parameters.

As of this time, the guidance requires 3 feet for social distancing when eating. Should this
guidance be adjusted, we will adjust our district guidelines accordingly.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-
open-what-are-the-safety-requirements

C. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

The six steps to follow for proper hand washing
1. Wet hands with warmwater.
2. Use enough soap to produce lather.
3. Rub hands together for 15-20 seconds.
4. Wash hands thoroughly under running water to remove the soap.
5. Pat hands dry with a paper towel.
6. Use a towel to turn off the tap.

Hand washing signage
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D. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving
ventilation

LTPS will adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and procedures, and any new
specific requirements of the local health department as they arise. LTPS will also continue its
schedule for increased routine cleaning and disinfecting, especially of frequently touched
surfaces and objects, and sanitize bathrooms daily and periodically throughout the day.

LTPS has established a COVID-19 Cleaning Protocol that specifically identifies commonly
touched and infrequently touched surfaces. The protocol calls for frequent cleaning and
disinfection using select methods and products that are balanced based on need. Need
includes how quickly an area may need to be disinfected and how safe the product is to use.
For example, frequently touched surfaces may require the use of a product that kills the Covid
virus after allowing the product to “dwell” on the surface for 30 seconds. Other areas may be
cleaned and disinfected using a product that is more “green” and has a 5 minute dwell time.
The choice of the product andmethod varies within the Cleaning Plan based on need.

Indoor Air Quality

HVAC units will be continuously inspected to ensure that proper air exchange is occurring.
Filter change logs will be maintained for all HVAC units. HVAC units will be visually inspected
to ensure proper air damper and fan functioning.

When air conditioners are running AND where the proper amount of fresh air is being
introduced (in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendation) occupants should not open
windows. When air conditioners are NOT running, occupants are encouraged to open windows
to increase air circulation provided that occupants are free of allergy and other health
concerns.

Each classroom and office space has also been provided with stand alone HEPA Filtration
machines.

E. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in
collaboration with the State or local health department

Contact Tracing

Contact tracing is the process to identify those who come in contact with people who have
tested positive for a contagious disease. It is used to inform, provide guidance, and offer
support to individuals. Contact tracing is a long-standing practice in NJ and around the world
to control the spread of disease.
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All of the district nurses have been trained using the State of NJ contact tracing program. If
you develop symptoms of COVID-19 or test positive, the district nurses will work in conjunction
with Lawrence Township Health Department, to identify and notify your close contacts.
A close contact is when a person is within 6 ft. of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15
minutes or more over a 24 hr. period starting from 2 days before illness onset ( or for
asymptomatic people, 2 days prior to Covid test) until the time the person is isolated)
Contact tracers provide information to close contacts about the risk of developing illness, daily
symptommonitoring, how to prevent the spread of virus, and where they can get tested.
Confidentiality is Key! No names or personal information is shared.

Contact Tracing Infographic

“Quarantine” Definition

Quarantine keeps someone who was in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 away
from others.

“Isolation” Definition

Isolation keeps someone who is sick or asymptomatic but tested positive for COVID-19 away
from others, even in their own home.

Quarantine-vs-Isolation Infographic

F. Diagnostic and screening testing

Daily Symptom Monitoring

Families receive and sign off on the district parameters surrounding the Daily Symptom
expectations prior to participating in the district’s summer program. This will make the
families aware of what they should do each day before sending their child to school. The
acknowledgment will also inform them about what to do should their child have any of the
disqualifying symptoms.

Student Daily Symptom Tracker

Reminders:
● Take your child’s temperature (A fever is 100 degrees F or higher)
● Check your child for symptoms
● Complete Qualtrics Student Daily Symptom Tracker in your email before 7:00am.
● Make sure your child is wearing a mask (pack an extra mask for safety)
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Students Who Experience Symptoms at Home - Not Approved

● Contact your child’s healthcare provider for evaluation.
● See COVID-19 Exclusion Chart Below
● Immediate Actions in the COVID-19 Exclusion Chart can change based on the COVID-19 Activity

Level in Mercer County. See NJ Department of Health Guidance Document for K-12 Schools,
dated September 8, 2020.

NJ DOH- COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for K-12 Schools

Students Who Experience Symptoms at School

● Students who are feeling ill at school should immediately report to the school nurse’s office.
● Students who are determined by the school nurse to be displaying possible COVID-19

symptoms will wait in the isolation room until a parent or guardian can come to pick them up.
● It is expected that every family has a plan in place to be able to pick up your ill child within 1

hour of being notified by the school nurse.
● For the health and safety of all staff and students, every student living in the same household

are considered close contacts and therefore must be picked up as well.

This information continues to be shared with families through the regular school communications
such as newsletters, back to school nights, etc.

G. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and
eligible students

Since February of 2021, the district has shared information about vaccination sites and
information that the district received from the county health department and the state. The
information provided allowed staff to sign up on their own to enroll in the state system to
pre-register or register for the COVID-19 vaccine.

Subsequently, the district has held two vaccination clinics and partnered with surrounding
districts that enabled the staff to attend other vaccination clinics in the surrounding area.

The district held a vaccination clinic for staff that administered over 100 vaccinations with the
first date on April 5, 2021 and the second on May 4, 2021.

The district held a vaccination clinic for eligible students aged 12 and above and administered
over 240 vaccinations with the first date on June 4, 2021 and the second will take place at the
Penlar Pharmacy in Lawrenceville.

When additional students are able to receive the COVID-19 vaccination, the district will host
vaccination clinics to help facilitate the distribution. This information will be publicized
through the individual school and the district.
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H. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with
respect to the health and safety policies

Special Education

Every child and adolescent with a disability is entitled to a free and appropriate education and
is entitled to special education services based on their individualized education program (IEP).
It may not be feasible, depending on the needs of the individual child and adolescent, to
adhere both to distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. Attempts to
meet physical distancing guidelines should meet the needs of the individual child andmay
require creative solutions, often on a case-by-case basis. Ensuring the Delivery of Special
Education and Related Services to Students with Disabilities Under the Federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and New Jersey state special education regulations,
students with disabilities are entitled to special education and related services, such as
accommodations andmodifications to instruction, speech-language services, occupational
therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT), and counseling. Since the onset of virtual instruction, the
NJDOE has engaged a variety of stakeholders, including educators, related service providers
and advocacy groups to gain insight, share best practices, and consider policies to support
districts in providing services to students with disabilities in virtual or hybrid learning
Environments.

Since we are in person, students receive their accommodations andmodifications by the
appropriate staffmember within their regular schedule. Should we have to go to remote
instruction, we will return to the guidance provided previously from the NJDOE indicated
below:

○ Should a student become positive for COVID or be identified as a close contact, the
district Consistent with guidance from the United States Department of Education,
districts must continue to meet their obligations to students with disabilities to the
greatest extent possible. The NJDOE will continue to update school districts and
receiving schools with any additional guidance from the USDE on implementation of
IDEA. Specific strategies and considerations for students with disabilities must be
critical points of discussion for every return-to-school scenario. To support our
students with disabilities for the 21-22 school year.

Ensuring Continuity of Services
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A. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including
but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs
and students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health, and
other needs, which may include student health and food services

The district curriculum has been revised to reinforce the essential skills from the previous
school year. The district will continue to reinforce the necessary skills to make sure the
students have the foundational knowledge to be successful in the immediate and in the future.

The district is providing a variety of after school programs to support the instructional needs of
students in K - 12. Contact your building main office for more information.

LTPS has contracted w/ mental health professionals to provide consultations directly with
students. The counseling will support their social / emotional and overall mental wellbeing.

In accordance with guidance from the NJDOE, should a student need to quarantine because
they have contracted COVID-19 or if it has been verified by the school nurse that they have
been a close contact, they will be permitted to participate in a live stream of the daily
instruction.

Students that need to quarantine will be permitted to obtain a loaned Chromebook to use
while they are out. Directions to obtain this loaned device will be in the document that is
distributed by the school.

Fully Remote (If necessary)

Should a class, a school or the district have the need to go fully remote, the impacted students
will obtain their instruction virtually via Zoom. Unless told otherwise, students will follow
their regular schedule and obtain the instruction by the links provided from the teacher(s).
Each teacher will provide a link to their Zoom session and students can find the coursework in
the teachers Google Classroom.

Public Comment

1. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it
took those public comments into account in the development of its
plan. Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek public comment for each
60-day revision to the plan

We shared our plan at our Board of Education meeting on August 25, 2021. We had three (3)
opportunities for public comment following the presentation.
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In addition each school held a Town Hall meeting in June to gather feedback from the previous
year. The district used this feedback when revising the previous plan.

2. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable
and uniform format; is to the extent practicable written in a language
that parents can understanding or, if not practicable to provide written
translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, will be orally
translated for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an
individual with disability as defined by the ADA, will be providing in an
alternative format accessible to that parent

LTPS utilized the template for our reopening plan andmet with constituents to provide a
narrative to the required information.

The information will be posted on the district website. Our website is able to be translated
into the various languages that are spoken in our community. The website also translates
“word” documents into speech to text. These features allow our families to obtain the
information in a language that is appropriate for their needs.

Older Versions
September 23, 2021 Plan

Date: June 20, 2021
Date Revised: Sep 23, 2021

During the 2021-2022 school year, all students are required to attend in-person learning. This
will take place 5 days/week (when schedule permits). We continue to follow guidance from the
NJDOE, the CDC and our local health department.

Maintaining Health and Safety

1. Universal and correct wearing of masks,
As of the date of this plan, all Lawrence Township Public School (LTPS) students, staff and
visitors will be required to wear masks while in the school buildings. Should we receive any
additional information from the New Jersey Government, the New Jersey Department of
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Education or our local health department, that would suggest we should change our current
mask rules, we would communicate at that time with our school community.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-o
pen-what-are-the-safety-requirements

2. Physical distancing (i.e., including use of cohorts/podding)
Wewill follow the guidance by the NJDOE and our local health department.

Should Mercer County go into the “Low Risk” phase, it is expected that schools will be able to
reduce the current social distancing parameters.

As of this time, the guidance requires 3 feet for social distancing when eating. Should this
guidance be adjusted, we will adjust our district guidelines accordingly.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-o
pen-what-are-the-safety-requirements

3. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

The six steps to follow for proper hand washing

1. Wet hands with warmwater.
2. Use enough soap to produce lather.
3. Rub hands together for 15-20 seconds.
4. Wash hands thoroughly under running water to remove the soap.
5. Pat hands dry with a paper towel.
6. Use a towel to turn off the tap.

Hand washing signage

4. Cleaning andmaintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation

LTPS will adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and procedures, and any
new specific requirements of the local health department as they arise. LTPS will also
continue its schedule for increased routine cleaning and disinfecting, especially of
frequently touched surfaces and objects, and sanitize bathrooms daily and periodically
throughout the day.

25

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-what-are-the-safety-requirements
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-what-are-the-safety-requirements
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-what-are-the-safety-requirements
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-what-are-the-safety-requirements
https://nj.gov/health/cd/handwashing.shtml


Lawrence Township Public Schools
Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction

LTPS has established a COVID-19 Cleaning Protocol that specifically identifies commonly
touched and infrequently touched surfaces. The protocol calls for frequent cleaning and
disinfection using select methods and products that are balanced based on need. Need
includes how quickly an area may need to be disinfected and how safe the product is to
use. For example, frequently touched surfaces may require the use of a product that kills
the Covid virus after allowing the product to “dwell” on the surface for 30 seconds. Other
areas may be cleaned and disinfected using a product that is more “green” and has a 5
minute dwell time. The choice of the product andmethod varies within the Cleaning
Plan based on need.

Indoor Air Quality

HVAC units will be continuously inspected to ensure that proper air exchange is occurring.
Filter change logs will be maintained for all HVAC units. HVAC units will be visually
inspected to ensure proper air damper and fan functioning.

When air conditioners are running AND where the proper amount of fresh air is being
introduced (in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendation) occupants should not
open windows. When air conditioners are NOT running, occupants are encouraged to open
windows to increase air circulation provided that occupants are free of allergy and other
health concerns.

Each classroom and office space has also been provided with stand alone HEPA Filtration
machines.

5. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State,
local health department
Contact Tracing
Contact tracing is the process to identify those who come in contact with people who have
tested positive for a contagious disease. It is used to inform, provide guidance, and offer
support to individuals. Contact tracing is a long-standing practice in NJ and around the world
to control the spread of disease.

If you test positive for COVID-19, you may have already transmitted the virus to others. Those
individuals could now be infected and spreading the virus to others.

Contact tracing is critical to stopping the spread of COVID-19 and keeping you, your family,
your friends, and your community safe and healthy.

26



Lawrence Township Public Schools
Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction

All of the district nurses have been trained using the State of NJ contact tracing program. If
you develop symptoms of COVID-19 or test positive, the district nurses will work in conjunction
with Lawrence Township Health Department, to identify and notify your close contacts.

A close contact is when a person is within 6 ft. of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15
minutes or more over a 24 hr. period starting from 2 days before illness onset ( or for
asymptomatic people, 2 days prior to Covid test) until the time the person is isolated)

Contact tracers provide information to close contacts about the risk of developing illness, daily
symptommonitoring, how to prevent the spread of virus, and where they can get tested.

Confidentiality is Key! No names or personal information is shared.

Contact Tracing Infographic
Quarantine vs. Isolation
Quarantine keeps someone who was in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 away from
others.
Isolation
Isolation keeps someone who is sick or asymptomatic but tested positive for COVID-19 away from
others, even in their own home.
Quarantine-vs-Isolation Infographic

6. Diagnostic and screening testing

Daily SymptomMonitoring
Families receive and sign off on the district parameters surrounding the Daily Symptom expectations
prior to participating in the district’s summer program. This will make the families aware about what
they should do each day before sending their child to school. The acknowledgement will also inform
them about what to do should their child have any of the disqualifying symptoms.

Student Daily Symptom Tracker
Reminders:
● Take your child’s temperature (A fever is 100 degrees F or higher)
● Check your child for symptoms
● Complete Qualtrics Student Daily Symptom Tracker in your email before 7:00am.
● Make sure your child is wearing a mask (pack an extra mask for safety)

Students Who Experience Symptoms at Home- Not Approved
● Contact your child’s healthcare provider for evaluation.
● See COVID-19 Exclusion Chart Below
● Immediate Actions in the COVID-19 Exclusion Chart can change based on the COVID-19 Activity

Level in Mercer County. See NJ Department of Health Guidance Document for K-12 Schools,
dated September 8, 2020.

NJ DOH- COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for K-12 Schools
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Students Who Experience Symptoms at School

● Students who are feeling ill at school should immediately report to the school nurse’s office.
● Students who are determined by the school nurse to be displaying possible COVID-19

symptoms will wait in the isolation room until a parent or guardian can come to pick them up.
● It is expected that every family has a plan in place to be able to pick up your ill child within 1

hour of being notified by the school nurse.
● For the health and safety of all staff and students, every student living in the same household

are considered close contacts and therefore must be picked up as well.

This information continues to be shared with families through the regular school
communications such as newsletters, back to school nights, etc.

7. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and eligible students

Since February of 2021, the district has shared information about vaccination sites and
information that the district received from the county health department and the state. The
information provided allowed staff to sign up on their own to enroll in the state system to
pre-register or register for the COVID-19 vaccine.

Subsequently, the district has held two vaccination clinics and partnered with surrounding
districts that enabled the staff to attend other vaccination clinics in the surrounding area.

The district held a vaccination clinic for staff that administered over 100 vaccinations with the
first date on April 5, 2021 and the second on May 4, 2021.

The district held a vaccination clinic for eligible students aged 12 and above and administered
over 240 vaccinations with the first date on June 4, 2021 and the second will take place at the
Penlar Pharmacy in Lawrenceville.

When additional students are able to receive the COVID-19 vaccination, the district will host
vaccination clinics to help facilitate the distribution. This information will be publicized
through the individual school and the district.

8. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and
safety policies
Special Education
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Every child and adolescent with a disability is entitled to a free and appropriate education and
is entitled to special education services based on their individualized education program (IEP).
It may not be feasible, depending on the needs of the individual child and adolescent, to
adhere both to distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. Attempts to
meet physical distancing guidelines should meet the needs of the individual child andmay
require creative solutions, often on a case-by-case basis. Ensuring the Delivery of Special
Education and Related Services to Students with Disabilities Under the Federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and New Jersey state special education regulations,
students with disabilities are entitled to special education and related services, such as
accommodations andmodifications to instruction, speech-language services, occupational
therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT), and counseling. Since the onset of virtual instruction, the
NJDOE has engaged a variety of stakeholders, including educators, related service providers
and advocacy groups to gain insight, share best practices, and consider policies to support
districts in providing services to students with disabilities in virtual or hybrid learning
Environments.

Consistent with guidance from the United States Department of Education, districts must
continue to meet their obligations to students with disabilities to the greatest extent possible.
The NJDOE will continue to update school districts and receiving schools with any additional
guidance from the USDE on implementation of IDEA. Specific strategies and considerations for
students with disabilities must be critical points of discussion for every return-to-school
scenario. To support our students with disabilities for the 21-22 school year.

Ensuring Continuity of Services

1. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to
address students’ academic needs and students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health, and
other needs, which may include student health and food services. (1000 characters)

The district curriculum has been revised to reinforce the essential skills from the previous
school year. The district will continue to reinforce the necessary skills to make sure the
students have the foundational knowledge to be successful in the immediate and in the future.

The district is providing a variety of after school programs to support the instructional needs of
students in K - 12. Contact your building main office for more information.
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LTPS will work w/ a consultant to address specific learning needs. The consultants will support
students during the 2021-2022 school year to provide additional opportunities to support the
student’s instructional needs.

LTPS has contracted w/ mental health professionals to provide consultations directly with students.
The counseling will support their social / emotional and overall mental wellbeing.

In accordance with guidance from the NJDOE, should a student need to quarantine because they have
contracted COVID-19 or if it has been verified by the school nurse that they have been a close contact,
they will be permitted to participate in a live stream of the daily instruction. This instruction will take
place via Zoom for the period that they are in quarantine.

If a student is asked to quarantine, a detailed letter will be sent from the school to indicate the
procedures. Students will be able to remote into their core classes (English/Language Arts, Math,
Science and Social Studies (and World Language at the HS level)). Students will complete
asynchronous work from their other classes.

Students that need to quarantine will be permitted to obtain a loaned Chromebook to use
while they are out. Directions to obtain this loaned device will be in the document that is distributed
by the school.

Fully Remote (If necessary)

Should a class, a school or the district have the need to go fully remote, the impacted students will
obtain their instruction virtually via Zoom. Unless told otherwise, students will follow their regular
schedule and obtain the instruction by the links provided from the teacher(s). Each teacher will
provide a link to their Zoom session and students can find the coursework in the teachers Google
Classroom.

Public Comment

1. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it took those public
comments into account in the development of its plan. Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek
public comment for each 60-day revision to the plan. (1000 characters)

We shared our plan at our Board of Education meeting on August 25, 2021. We had three (3)
opportunities for public comment following the presentation.

In addition each school held a Town Hall meeting in June to gather feedback from the previous year.
The district used this feedback when revising the previous plan.

2. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable and uniform format; is to
the extent practicable written in a language that parents can understanding or, if not
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practicable to provide written translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, will be
orally translated for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an individual with
disability as defined by the ADA, will be providing in an alternative format accessible to that
parent. (1000 characters)

LTPS utilized the template for our reopening plan andmet with constituents to provide a narrative to
the required information.

The information will be posted on the district website. Our website is able to be translated into the
various languages that are spoken in our community. The website also translates “word” documents
into speech to text. These features allow our families to obtain the information in a language that is
appropriate for their needs.

Older Versions
June 20, 2021 Plan

Date: June 20, 2021
Date Revised:

The information contained in the below is the plan for our district as of June 24, 2021. We will review
and revise the plan as necessary prior to the start of the 2021-2022 school year. Once any revisions
have beenmade, we will share that information with the community.

Maintaining Health and Safety

9. Universal and correct wearing of masks,
As of the date of this plan, all Lawrence Township Public School (LTPS) students, staff and visitors will
be required to wear masks while in the school buildings. Should we receive any additional
information from the New Jersey Government, the New Jersey Department of Education or our local
health department, that would suggest we should change our current mask rules, we would
communicate at that time with our school community.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-wh
at-are-the-safety-requirements

10. Physical distancing (i.e., including use of cohorts/podding)
We will follow the guidance by the NJDOE and our local health department.

Should Mercer County go into the “Low Risk” phase, it is expected that schools will be able to reduce
the current social distancing parameters.
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As of this time, the guidance requires 6 feet for social distancing when eating. Should this guidance be
adjusted, we will adjust our district guidelines accordingly.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-wh
at-are-the-safety-requirements

11. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

The six steps to follow for proper hand washing
7. Wet hands with warmwater.
8. Use enough soap to produce lather.
9. Rub hands together for 15-20 seconds.
10. Wash hands thoroughly under running water to remove the soap.
11. Pat hands dry with a paper towel.
12. Use a towel to turn off the tap.

Hand washing signage

12. Cleaning andmaintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation
LTPS will adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and procedures, and any new specific
requirements of the local health department as they arise. LTPS will also continue its schedule for
increased routine cleaning and disinfecting, especially of frequently touched surfaces and objects, and
sanitize bathrooms daily and periodically throughout the day.
LTPS has established a COVID-19 Cleaning Protocol that specifically identifies commonly touched and
infrequently touched surfaces. The protocol calls for frequent cleaning and disinfection using select
methods and products that are balanced based on need. Need includes how quickly an area may need
to be disinfected and how safe the product is to use. For example, frequently touched surfaces may
require the use of a product that kills the Covid virus after allowing the product to “dwell” on the
surface for 30 seconds. Other areas may be cleaned and disinfected using a product that is more
“green” and has a 5 minute dwell time. The choice of the product andmethod varies within the
Cleaning Plan based on need.
Indoor Air Quality
HVAC units will be continuously inspected to ensure that proper air exchange is occurring. Filter
change logs will be maintained for all HVAC units. HVAC units will be visually inspected to ensure
proper air damper and fan functioning.
When air conditioners are running AND where the proper amount of fresh air is being introduced (in
accordance with manufacturer’s recommendation) occupants should not open windows. When air
conditioners are NOT running, occupants are encouraged to open windows to increase air circulation
provided that occupants are free of allergy and other health concerns.
Each classroom and office space has also been provided with stand alone HEPA Filtration machines.

13. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State,
local health department
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Contact Tracing
Contact tracing is the process to identify those who come in contact with people who have tested
positive for a contagious disease. It is used to inform, provide guidance, and offer support to
individuals. Contact tracing is a long-standing practice in NJ and around the world to control the
spread of disease.
If you test positive for COVID-19, youmay have already transmitted the virus to others. Those
individuals could now be infected and spreading the virus to others.
Contact tracing is critical to stopping the spread of COVID-19 and keeping you, your family, your
friends, and your community safe and healthy.
All of the district nurses have been trained using the State of NJ contact tracing program. If you
develop symptoms of COVID-19 or test positive, the district nurses will work in conjunction with
Lawrence Township Health Department, to identify and notify your close contacts.
A close contact is when a person is within 6 ft. of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15
minutes or more over a 24 hr. period starting from 2 days before illness onset ( or for asymptomatic
people, 2 days prior to Covid test) until the time the person is isolated)
Contact tracers provide information to close contacts about the risk of developing illness, daily
symptommonitoring, how to prevent the spread of virus, and where they can get tested.
Confidentiality is Key! No names or personal information is shared.
Contact Tracing Infographic
Quarantine vs. Isolation
Quarantine keeps someone who was in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 away from
others.
Isolation
Isolation keeps someone who is sick or asymptomatic but tested positive for COVID-19 away from
others, even in their own home.
Quarantine-vs-Isolation Infographic

14. Diagnostic and screening testing

Daily SymptomMonitoring
Families receive and sign off on the district parameters surrounding the Daily Symptom expectations
prior to participating in the district’s summer program. This will make the families aware about what
they should do each day before sending their child to school. The acknowledgement will also inform
them about what to do should their child have any of the disqualifying symptoms.

Student Daily Symptom Tracker
Reminders:
● Take your child’s temperature (A fever is 100 degrees F or higher)
● Check your child for symptoms
● Complete Qualtrics Student Daily Symptom Tracker in your email before 7:00am.
● Make sure your child is wearing a mask (pack an extra mask for safety)

Students Who Experience Symptoms at Home- Not Approved
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● Contact your child’s healthcare provider for evaluation.
● See COVID-19 Exclusion Chart Below
● Immediate Actions in the COVID-19 Exclusion Chart can change based on the COVID-19 Activity

Level in Mercer County. See NJ Department of Health Guidance Document for K-12 Schools,
dated September 8, 2020.

NJ DOH- COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for K-12 Schools
Students Who Experience Symptoms at School

● Students who are feeling ill at school should immediately report to the school nurse’s office.
● Students who are determined by the school nurse to be displaying possible COVID-19

symptoms will wait in the isolation room until a parent or guardian can come to pick them up.
● It is expected that every family has a plan in place to be able to pick up your ill child within 1

hour of being notified by the school nurse.
● For the health and safety of all staff and students, every student living in the same household

are considered close contacts and therefore must be picked up as well.

15. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and eligible students

Since February of 2021, the district has shared information about vaccination sites and information
that the district received from the county health department and the state. The information provided
allowed staff to sign up on their own to enroll in the state system to pre-register or register for the
COVID-19 vaccine.

Subsequently, the district has held two vaccination clinics and partnered with surrounding districts
that enabled the staff to attend other vaccination clinics in the surrounding area.

The district held a vaccination clinic for staff that administered over 100 vaccinations with the first date
on April 5, 2021 and the second on May 4, 2021.

The district held a vaccination clinic for eligible students aged 12 and above and administered over 240
vaccinations with the first date on June 4, 2021 and the second will take place at the Penlar Pharmacy
in Lawrenceville.

16. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and
safety policies

Special Education

Every child and adolescent with a disability is entitled to a free and appropriate education and is
entitled to special education services based on their individualized education program (IEP). It may
not be feasible, depending on the needs of the individual child and adolescent, to adhere both to
distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. Attempts to meet physical distancing
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guidelines should meet the needs of the individual child andmay require creative solutions, often on a
case-by-case basis. Ensuring the Delivery of Special Education and Related Services to Students with
Disabilities Under the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and New Jersey state
special education regulations, students with disabilities are entitled to special education and related
services, such as accommodations andmodifications to instruction, speech-language services,
occupational therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT), and counseling. Since the onset of virtual instruction,
the NJDOE has engaged a variety of stakeholders, including educators, related service providers and
advocacy groups to gain insight, share best practices, and consider policies to support districts in
providing services to students with disabilities in virtual or hybrid learning Environments.

Consistent with guidance from the United States Department of Education, districts must continue to
meet their obligations to students with disabilities to the greatest extent possible. The NJDOE will
continue to update school districts and receiving schools with any additional guidance from the USDE
on implementation of IDEA. Specific strategies and considerations for students with disabilities must
be critical points of discussion for every return-to-school scenario. To support our students with
disabilities for the 21-22 school year.

Ensuring Continuity of Services

2. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to
address students’ academic needs and students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health,
and other needs, which may include student health and food services. (1000 characters)

The district is providing a variety of summer programs to support the instructional needs of students
in K - 12. Contact your building main office for more information.

LTPS will work w/ a consultant to address specific learning needs. The consultants will support
students during the summer of 2021 and the 2021-2022 school year to provide additional
opportunities to support the student’s instructional needs.

LTPS has contracted w/ mental health professionals to provide consultations directly with students.
The counseling will support their social / emotional and overall mental wellbeing.

The district curriculum has been revised to reinforce the essential skills from the previous school year.
The district will continue to reinforce the necessary skills to make sure the students have the
foundational knowledge to be successful in the immediate and in the future.

Public Comment
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3. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it took those public
comments into account in the development of its plan. Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek
public comment for each 60-day revision to the plan. (1000 characters)

We shared our plan at our Board of Education meeting on June 9, 2021. We had three (3) opportunities
for public comment following the presentation.

In addition each school held a Town Hall to share the plan and feedback was solicited and questions
answered.

Should the plan be revised prior to the start of the 2021-2022 school year, feedback will be solicited
during a public meeting and through an electronic means of communication.

4. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable and uniform format; is to
the extent practicable written in a language that parents can understanding or, if not
practicable to provide written translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, will be
orally translated for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an individual with
disability as defined by the ADA, will be providing in an alternative format accessible to that
parent. (1000 characters)

LTPS utilized the template for our reopening plan andmet with constituents to provide a narrative to
the required information.

The information will be posted on the district website. Our website is able to be translated into the
various languages that are spoken in our community. The website also translates “word” documents
into speech to text. These features allow our families to obtain the information in a language that is
appropriate for their needs.
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